NATIONAL STAKEHOLDERS STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLES:
EQUAL TREATMENT IN HEALTH CARE REFORM
FOR PUERTO RICO

As Congressman John Lewis has said, health care coverage is the civil rights issue of the 21
century. Accordingly, national health care reform ought to ensure that every American can
obtain quality, affordable care. The undersigned organizations urge that any reform legislation
ensure that the nearly four million U.S. citizens in Puerto Rico have equal access to federal and
federal-state health care programs.

Under current law, residents of Puerto Rico are not treated equally under these programs. Right
now, Puerto Rico’s health care system is seriously strained because of federal funding limitations
that affect patients across the health care system and place greater burdens on the territorial
government than on the governments of the States. These disparities also force many Puerto
Ricans to travel to the States for critical services. If the goal is to use existing programs as
building blocks for reform that includes all Americans, parity for Puerto Rico in federal
healthcare programs is an essential first step. President Obama has consistently advocated
ending inequalities in the treatment of Puerto Rico under these programs.

In addition to the clear moral problems inherent in a health care system that treats Americans in
Puerto Rico on a less-than-equal basis relative to their fellow citizens in the States, it also makes
no sense from a public policy and fiscal perspective to have a system where the same U.S.
citizens who receive health care are handicapped by lesser federal funding in Puerto Rico can
access better-funded care merely by moving to the mainland.

For these reasons, the undersigned echo the call of all of the stakeholders in Puerto Rico’s health
care system in the attached Memorandum of Agreement for the Congress and the President to
work together to end the current disparities in the treatment of Puerto Rico in health care
programs.

Lillian Rodriguez-Lopez
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President and CEO President
Nat’l Puerto Rican Coalition Hispanic Federation
(NPRC)
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Rev. Jesse L. Jackson, Sr. Michael S. Miller
Founder and President Executive Vice President and CEO

Rainbow PUSH Coalition Jewish Community Relations Council



Ponns A7

Brent A. Wilkes
Nat'| Executive Director

League of United Latin American
Citizens (LULAC)
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Guarione M. Diaz
President
Cuban American Nat’l Council
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Juan Andrade, Jr.
President
U.S. Hispanic Leadership Institution

President & CEO
SER Jobs for Progress, Inc.

Michelle Bouchard
Executive Director
Health Corps.

Michael Rhein
Director Programs and
Resources Development

National AIDS Foundation
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Néstor Montilla
President

Dominican American
National Roundtable
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Arturo Vargas

Executive Director

Nat'l Association of Latino Elected
and Appointed Officials (NALEQO)

Dr. Jaime R. Torres
President
Latinos for National Health Insurance
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Christina Carabaillo
President/CEQO
Dialogue on Diversity
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Gabriela D. Lemus

Executive Director

Labor Council for Latin American
Advancement

Diana P. Miller
Executive Director

Bronx County Medical Society
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Shirley Rodriguez -Remeneski
Executive Director
100 Hispanic Women, Inc
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President
Puerto Rican Bar Association
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Director, Touro College
Children Health Education Foundation

imberly Crump
Policy Officer
HIV Medicine Association

President
William C. Velazquez Institute

iam Gonzalez
egister Nurse
at’| Association of Hispanic Nurses

Roge%ivera

Chairman
Nat’l Hispanic Environmental Council

Interim President and General Council
Mexican American Legal Defense
and Educational Fund



